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Zero Tolerance for 
Drug Driving 
by State and Territory

Qld NSW Vic Tas SA WA NT ACT

1st offence 1–9 months licence 
disqualification + 
fine or 3 months 
imprisonment

3–6 months licence 
disqualification + 
fine

6 months licence 
disqualification 
+ fine + education 
course. Penalties 
will be higher if 
required to go 
to court

3–12 months 
licence 
disqualification + 
fine + 3 months 
imprisonment at 
court discretion

3 months licence 
disqualification + fine 
+ 4 demerit points (3 
month immediate loss of 
licence at roadside also 
available)

Fine + 3 demerit 
points Immediate 
24-hour prohibition 
for anyone who 
tests positive to 
drugs at a roadside 
test
No licence 
disqualification

Fine + 3 months 
imprisonment
No licence 
disqualification

6-36 months licence 
disqualification + 
fine and/or 6 months 
imprisonment + 
1st offence - NIL 
imprisonment  
option - S20

2nd or 
subsequent 
offence

Up to 24 
months licence 
disqualification 
+ fine + 
imprisonment

Between 
6 months– 
indefinite licence 
disqualification + 
fine

Min. 12 
months licence 
disqualification + 
fine + education 
course + zero BAC 
condition

6–24 months 
licence 
disqualification 
+ fine + up 
to 6 months 
imprisonment at 
court discretion

Min 12 months licence 
disqualification + fine 
+ 4 demerit points. 3rd 
offence - min 2 year 
licence disqualification 
+ fine + 4 demerit points  
Subsequent offence - min 
3 years + fine + 4 demerit 
points

Min. 6 months + 
fine. Immediate 24-
hour ban

3 months licence 
disqualification + 
fine + 6 months 
imprisonment. 
Subsequent 
offence 6 months 
disqualification + 
fine + 6 months 
imprisonment

12-60 months 
licence 
disqualificiation 
+ fine and/
or 12 months 
imprisonment 
+ 3 month 
imprisonment  
option - S20

Licence disqualification and penalties Table shows penalties for illicit drugs found in saliva

Drug testing process

SALIVA TESTING AT ROAD SIDE
All states and territories 

SALIVA COLLECTED FOR  
LAB ANALYSIS

All states and territories  
except NT

BLOOD TESTING FOR LAB ANALYSIS
All states and territories

Jurisdictions generally use saliva analysis but  
blood testing remains an alternative option

Roadside drugs tested

COCAINE
Qld I NSW I Tas

ILLICIT MORPHINE
NSW

THC | MDMA  
METHYLAMPHETAMINE
All states and territories

MDMA & HEROIN
Tas & NT

Education and treatments

NSW | Tas | Vic | NT
Drug awareness course

Can be court ordered as an additional penalty or as an 
alternative to licence disqualification

WA
If accused person pleads guilty at an early stage, they can 

participate in treatment under the supervision of the  
WA Drug Court

SA
Dependency assessment for drug driving with a child aged 

under 16 in the car

For more information please see source glossary
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Data is sourced from state and territory transport authorities. For more information refer to the Source Glossary. The Road User Placemats are not the law, but a guide to some of the laws relating to driving within the states and territories. The information 
in this publication is provided in good faith and is considered accurate at the time of release. Please check your relevant transport authority for any changes. By using the Road User Placemats, you acknowledge you have read the department’s disclaimer.

https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/disclaimers

