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Response to draft National Road Safety Strategy 2021-30
The National Growth Areas Alliance welcomes the draft Strategy and commends the Office
of Road Safety on the ambitious targets and comprehensive governance arrangements put
forward.

What is your primary area of interest in road safety?
The outer suburbs of Australian cities expanded rapidly with increased private car ownership
and the desire for affordable living away from inner-city congestion.
Life in most outer urban growth areas is not a 30 Minute City experience. Given the gaps in
public transport infrastructure and the “last-mile” challenge, community reliance on the
private car to get to jobs located far from home is significant. The demand for improved
roads and road performance is now critical.
Regional integrated land use planning – involving all relevant state agencies, local
government and developers – must make local transport and connection major transport a
core focus. Improving travel time, network coordination, cost and accessibility must be a
priority, to reduce reliance on private vehicles.
Research by Astrolabe Group conducted in 2020 on behalf the Alliance found that the most
common commute from growth areas to place of employment was 10-30 kms and a
significant proportion travel 30km or more to get to work – that’s just in one direction. For
commuters in outer growth suburbs, even a 5km commute from a growth suburb with poor
roads and inadequate public transport can take an unreasonable amount of time due to
congested intersections, single lane arterial roads and inadequate freeway access.
The average daily commute for workers driving from outer growth suburbs costs $36.28 per
return trip (if only considering running car costs, tolls and parking), or $58.35 per return trip if
including running costs plus standing costs such as insurance, registration and maintenance.
Commuting by car to work from outer growth suburbs costs commuters $5.4 billion a year.
That’s $8,380 a year for full-time workers and $4,170 a year for part time workers just to
drive to work. The average income in these outer growth suburbs is only $49,250 a year,
resulting in more than 15% of income spent just on getting to work.
Public transport costs commuters $2,540 a year for full-time workers and $1,270 a year for
part-time workers to get the train, bus or tram to work. Public transport is often a much
cheaper alternative, with public transport commutes from outer growth suburbs costing just
$11.00 per return trip.
However, for many people in outer growth suburbs, public transport is not available or viable
in terms of timetables or length of commute and may still require multiple modes such as
driving to get to a transport route. (Jobs and Commuting in Outer Growth Suburbs,
Astrolabe Group, 2020)
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