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1. About the Australian Trucking Association
The Australian Trucking Association and its member associations collectively represent
50,000 businesses and 200,000 people in the Australian trucking industry. Together, we are
committed to safety, professionalism and viability.

2. Introduction and summary
Australia’s infrastructure and transport ministers released the draft 2021-2030 National Road
Safety Strategy on 23 February 2021. 1
The release of the draft followed an inquiry into the 2011-2020 National Road Safety
Strategy, 2 as well as a review of road safety governance. 3
This submission sets out the ATA’s views on some of the key issues raised by the draft.

3. Targets in the draft strategy
The draft strategy proposes that governments set, as targets—
•
•

a 50 per cent reduction in fatalities per capita by 2030
a 30 per cent reduction in serious injuries per capita by 2030. 4

The ATA welcomes the targets, but recommends that the strategy, or at least its first action
plan, should include five year as well as 10 year targets to focus attention on the need to
act now.
In addition, the ATA considers that the strategy should include subtargets for each of its
major themes and priorities. It is not possible to determine the resourcing required for,
say, safer roads without understanding the contribution that safer roads are expected to
make toward the overall targets.
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The ATA is also concerned about the planned implementation of the model. As an example
of how the social model could work in practice, the strategy states that—
A starting point [for the social model] could be to work with a high-profile
sporting club to establish a strong road safety policy across all of its
operations and be a champion for cultural change. 13

The Australian Government adopted this approach in 2009, when it appointed four high
profile road safety ambassadors to communicate road safety messages to the broader
community. 14 The approach was not successful.
The ATA recommends that the references to the social model be removed.
As alternatives, the strategy should emphasise the need for governments to—
•
•

build stronger partnerships with industry and the community
develop policies to build stronger safety cultures in government agencies, regulators
and industry, instead of the social model’s emphasis on individual behaviour. This
alternative approach, which is most fully implemented in aviation, recognises that a
safe system must accommodate human error and deal with mistakes justly.

7. Governance and accountability
The success of the 2021-2030 strategy will depend on its governance and accountability
arrangements. Unfortunately, the draft strategy does not go far enough.
At the ATA’s urging, the 2018 inquiry 15 and the Productivity Commission 16 both
recommended the adoption of no-blame road safety investigations as a supplement to the
current work undertaken by the police and state coroners.
Accordingly, the ATA considers that the strategy should include extending the ATSB’s
existing role to include no-blame investigations of crashes involving trucks.
The ATSB’s work would provide valuable insights and recommendations for improving
safety.
The ATA considers that this approach would be superior to appointing a formal external
advisory group, as raised for consideration in the strategy. 17
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